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For the very best in food and drink visit either of the Airports two restaurants: 
The Fly In Bar & Restaurant or Terminal Two Bar & Restaurant both are open to the public

Airport gets Scheduled Flights

The Bournemouth based airline rockhopper has been given the go-ahead for a new service
from the UK to the Channel Islands. On  Wednesday the 26th May, rockhopper inaugurated
its proven formula of top quality customer service and permanently low fares to scheduled
passenger flights between Brighton's City Airport at Shoreham and Alderney, one of the
Channel Islands.
The airline was given final approval for the service following a meeting of Alderney's Policy and Finance

Committee, and can now restore an air link which has been lost for nearly a
decade."We are absolutely delighted to be able to start our second UK
route", says rockhopper chairman, Noel Hayes. "Alderney is continued on page 4
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The  Ul t im at e  Fly ing  Ex per ienc e!
Trial Lessons   �‹ ���� PPL(H) Training

Pleasure Flights �‹�� Charters & Weddings
Pop in for a no obligation chat

FAST Helicopters Ltd
3 Cecil Pashley Way Shoreham Airport  Tel: 01273 465389

The last article on Jade Air
and the  millennium engine
reported that the Vantage
engine would have approval
in the Spring of 2004. The

Federal Aviation
Administration presented
Superior Air Parts with a
type certificate for the new
180 HP Vantage engine on
15th April. 
This all new engine manu-
factured to standards
unknown when most OEM
engines were produced, is
certified for continuous run-
ning at 80% power rather
than the more usual 75%
power. It also runs on 91
octane unleaded motor fuel.
It looks exactly like any
other 180 HP horizontally
opposed four cylinder air-
craft engine but there the
similarity ceases. The materi-

als used are far superior to
those normally in use and as
a result it comes with a 5
year warranty. Although this
is a very special engine it has
been designed to be external-
ly identical to the Lycoming
equivalent. The result is a
modern engine which
relieves the operator of con-
cerns about reliability and
the future of Avgas. All
existing ancillary equipment
fits exactly as it does on the
original engine which allows
a quick retro fit to an exist-
ing airframe.For more
details contact Jade Air
on 01273 464013.

THE FLYING HUT
Hangar 1, Premier House

Cecil Pashley Way
Shoreham Airport

Tel:  01273 455177
Fax:  01273 441048

Self-fly hire
(prices from £72.50 inc VAT)

PPL & NPPL Courses
Multi-engine Ratings

IMC/Night Ratings
Warriors, Tomahawk, C172,

Slingsby, Aztec, Bulldog,
Cherokee 235

Jade Air and the New Vantage Engine
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Shoreham Airport
Shoreham -by-Sea

BN43 5FF
Tel: 01273 296900

Jade Air plc
Shoreham Airport

BN43 5FF
Tel: 01273 464013

Don’t Fly without your
Pooleys

The following organisations have kindly contributed towards the production costs of this publication

Flying in England is one
thing, flying in South Africa
is something else.  I thought
it might be of interest to
readers to find out a little of
what happens when you are
living in Africa and decide 'it
would be nice to fly here in
this beautiful country'.  As a
British PPL holder a valida-
tion should be all that is
required I thought and I
attended the nearest 'Flying
school' at a town called
George.  I made my request,
to be told 'you can only vali-
date if you have a type
approval.'  ie you can only
fly a Cessna 152 if your log
book says you are certified to
fly a C152.  Otherwise - no,
because you cannot add any-
thing to your licence whilst
in South Africa.  I fly a
Turbo charged Commander
in the UK.  If there was a
Commander available in
South Africa, I couldn’t fly it
here because my log book
says I am not 'type approved'.
Catch 22.
The flying school then said

“the only way, is to complete
the South African PPL and
get a license at the end of it.”
I only wanted to fly here!
The whole of 2003 flying
was lost because of this rul-
ing. 
About two months ago I was

in touch with Irv Lee at
Popham on the internet and
he advised me that the situa-
tion was 'wrong.'   If you
have trouble, go to the flying
school in Port Elizabeth
'Algoa Flying School'.  This
advice was taken and sur-
prise surprise!  I now have a
validated UK PPL for Single

engine piston land planes,
which is what my licence
says I have.
Back to George flying school
with the 'validated licence.'
'No you cannot fly without
type clearance and we cannot
add anything to your licence
in South Africa.'   But I am
licensed to fly Single engine
piston land planes!  'You can-
not hire one of our aircraft
unless you are type cleared.'
Oh boy. One 'validation' but
you can't use it! 'Ok, but lets
fly something please.'
“Everything is booked except
a 'Jabiru SP' you can have an
instructor with that.”  OK,
'any port in a storm.'  I bor-
rowed a shoe horn and
squeezed into this tiny little
flying toy.  I was P2 obvious-
ly and sat there looking at
'the panel' in dismay.  My
'Commander' in Shoreham is
'Airways' equipped except
for a second altimeter. I even
have two GPS's!  This little
toy had a compass, a radio,

an airspeed indicator, a VSI
and an altimeter. It had more
engine instruments than fly-
ing instruments.  We set off
to the buzz of the 80 HP four
cylinder engine busy 'up
front'.  If you didn't mind
leaning on the pilot it was
flying at any cost!  Once
clear of 'George approach' we

used an open frequency to
talk to 'nobody out there in
case there is anybody out
there.' ' Nice one' as they say.
We tootled along the coast
for half an hour or so getting
the feel of the place.  “What
do you do if the weather goes
'wheels up ?”  I said.   “You
don't fly in bad weather”
came the reply.  “You haven't
answered the question” I
said.  “Oh, find a road or a
field or something and 'put it
down'.”  “Right” I replied.On
landing I paid the cost of the
1.1 hour trip at £83 including
£20 insurance cover for a
month and included the
instructor.  I left 'the school' a
little fed up with the 'status
quo' and went to see a friend
of mine who owns four air-
craft! After the usual greet-
ings he said 'come on lets
fly.'  This time we pulled out
a 'Jabiru 400' which is the
four seater version of the lit-
tle 'toy' I had flown earlier.
Ah, this is better eh?

Unfortunately there are a
number of technical prob-
lems with the J400 as a result
of a modicum of 'Customer
development'. None of these
are 'life threatening'  just irri-
tating if you are the owner.
When you apply the brakes
for example nothing happens
because the brakes are not
correct. Nothing to worry
about.  If you want to stop -
you switch off the engine and
coast!
Once airborne - it is a nice

little aeroplane and it has a
brilliant future when they get
it right.   My friend let me
'have a fly',  great. His com-
ment -' your flying is very
accurate, good for you!  We
flew along the coast back to
'George' looking for 'Great
white sharks' in the surf and
there are plenty of them,
believe me. It makes you
think about swimming in the
surf??  (Jaws!!!)
Seriously though, the rules of
the air are them same, obvi-
ously but there are many sub-
tle differences to learn.  If
one is a responsible flyer you
have to study and learn ' the
business', which is the inten-
tion.  Just north of 'George
Airport' there is a range of
mountains some 9,000 feet
high. The weather can
change very rapidly indeed
so one needs to be watchful
and aware.  If you want to fly
to another country the nearest
is Botswana which is nine
and a half hours flying away
at 120 knots.  Just up the
road to South African pilots!
Once I’m cleared of the 'val-

idation debacle' I hope to tell
you more of the experiences
of flying in South Africa. 'So
more annon' as they say.

Dr ANDY TOBIAS
UK CAA Class1

Authorised Aviation
Medical Examiner

11 Browning Road Lancing 
BN15 0PY

Also at Shoreham Airport
email:

andy@andytobias.freeserve.co.uk
web: www.andytobias.co.uk

for an appointment
Telephone 01903 761088

Flying in South Africa
by

Lewis Watteau

Area around George South Africa
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