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For the very best in food and drink visit either of the Airports two restaurants: 
The Fly In Bar & Restaurant or Terminal Two Bar & Restaurant both are open to the public

Flight Instructor courses now available at The Flying Hut 01273 455177

A Perfect Birthday - Almost

This is Polly Vacher at
Shoreham before her
round the world trip over

both poles, single handed
and in a single engined
plane. 
She left Birmingham airport
in May and and by the time
you read this she will proba-
bly be in Australia. She was
unable to fly over Antarctica
as, for logistical reasons, she
could not secure fuel at
Patriot Hills. She had to
retrace her route to America
and then cross the Pacific
Ocean to regain her planned
route in New Zealand.
Polly’s birthday was on the 13th
January and she spent the day in a
way most aviators would envy: She
was doing what she loves the best -
flying. Her take off was delayed as
the tower was unable to locate her
flight plan, then continued on page 3
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THE FLYING HUT
Hangar 1, Premier House

Cecil Pashley Way
Shoreham Airport

Tel:  01273 455177
Fax:  01273 441048

Self-fly hire
(prices from £72.50 inc VAT)

PPL & NPPL Courses
Multi-engine Ratings
IMC/Night Ratings

Warriors, Tomahawk, C172,
Slingsby, Aztec, Bulldog,

Cherokee 235

The exhibition at the Adur
Civic Centre on the Shoreham
Airport Development Plan
close on the 16th
January following
an extension peri-
od. Many people
are asking ques-
tions about the pro-
posed development
and we print some
of those questions
here.
When will all this
happen?
If consultation sug-
gests that the own-
ers are likely to
receive planning
approval for a
replacement run-
way, it will take one
or two years to
agree to the outline
plans to be put for-
ward. It would then take at
least a year to achieve the
necessary planning permis-

sion, and a further one to two
years before a replacement
runway and new terminal can

be built. Overall, some 4-5
years before it could become
operational.
Will we get jet aircraft oper-

ating into Shoreham?
Yes, but only in small num-
bers. The planned replace-

ment runway, at some 1,199
metres long, is only some
15% longer than the present
runway of 1,036 metres.

However,
because it
is at a dif-
f e r e n t
angle, there
are far
f e w e r
obs tac les
such as the
r a i l w a y
line to
affect the

operational performance of
aircraft, making it a more use-
ful runway. A small number

of corporate jet aircraft
are able to use
Shoreham today, but
the future runway will
be able to accommo-
date most types of cor-
porate jets. However,
the consultants do not
believe there will be
significant numbers of
corporate jets using
Shoreham - there were
under 50 arrivals of
such corporate jets at
Southampton Airport
last year, or less than
one a week.
The replacement run-
way would be able to
accommodate just two
types of civil jet suit-
able for scheduled pas-

senger services. One is the
BAe 146, also known as the
Avro RJ100, which is one of
the quietest jet aircraft ever
built. The aircraft has a range
of variants, with between 66
and 110 seats. The consult-
ants suspect that this will be
too large for most of the
scheduled passenger markets
identified for Shoreham, but
that one or two such routes
might justify these jets in
about 10 to 15 years time. The
other possible aircraft is the
70 seat

Dr ANDY TOBIAS
UK CAA Class1

Authorised Aviation
Medical Examiner

11 Browning Road Lancing 
BN15 0PY

Also at Shoreham Airport
email:

andy@andytobias.freeserve.co.uk

web: www.andytobias.co.uk
for an appointment

Telephone 01903 761088

Shoreham Airport - The Future

continued on page 3

Shoreham Airport to the West



The  Ultimate  Flying  Experience!
Trial Lessons   �  PPL(H) Training

Pleasure Flights � Charters & Weddings
Pop in for a no obligation chat

FAST Helicopters Ltd
Southern Flight Centre Shoreham Airport Tel: 01273 465389
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Shoreham Airport
Shoreham -by-Sea

BN43 5FF
Tel: 01273 296900

Jade Air plc
Shoreham Airport

BN43 5FF
Tel: 01273 464013

Don’t Fly without your
Pooleys

The following organisations have kindly contributed towards the production costs of this publication

Embraer
1 7 0 ,

which is about to enter serv-
ice as the newest jet aircraft
capable of operating from
what would still be a short
runway. It is however
extremely expensive to pur-
chase new, and it is likely to
be many years before it will
be seen on a regular basis at
Shoreham. Noise data has yet
to be confirmed, but it is like-
ly to rival the BAe146 as the
quietest jet aircraft.
No other jet aircraft would
find the runway length at
Shoreham sufficient for regu-
lar operations. The Boeing
737, used for most scheduled
services from Gatwick and
for a large number of holiday
flights, needs a runway length
in excess of 1800 metres,
while the largest jets such as
the Boeing 777 and Airbus
A330 need runways of around
2700-3000 metres. It is not
possible to provide a runway
at Shoreham longer than the
present proposal of 1,199
metres.
Will this make road condi-
tions worse in Shoreham and
Lancing?
There is likely to be a small
increase in the level of car
journeys to the airport associ-
ated with an increase in the

current General Aviation
activity. Much of this increase
will be at the weekends, and
will not put further strain on
local roads in weekday rush
hours. As for the passengers
using the predicted scheduled
services, there is likely to be
some increase in road traffic
at peak times. With 500,000
extra passenger journeys a
year to the area - all by road -
this might lead to an extra
200-300 additional vehicle
movements an hour for the
periods 0630-0930 and 1630-
1930, or around four a
minute.
If a good bus service were to
link the airport with
Worthing, Lancing,
Shoreham and Brighton this
number could probably be
reduced by some 20%.
Further reductions in car traf-
fic could be achieved by the
implementation of a sustain-
able multi-modal transport
hub. This would link a park
and ride scheme with the air-
port, a rail connection or pos-
sibly a rapid transport system.
There are obviously far more
questions than we have room
to print so go to www.shore-
hamairport.co.uk to see all
your questions answered.

continued from page 2 s h e
couldn't get clearance to fly
over San Juan, so she was 20
minutes late departing on her
nine hour flight to Fort
Lauderdale, Florida. Just
over a third of the way into
her journey, Polly began to
pick up some headwinds and
had no choice but to fly
through a big bank of cloud
which had the most amazing
rainbow embedded in it - but
instead of the usual colours it
was just glowing orange and
white. 
Ahead, Polly could see
Grand Turk, much flatter
than the Caribbean Islands
she had just left, and guessed
that a strange change of sea
colour running in a line from
the island must be a sand-
bank just below the surface
of the water.  
Passing over the Bahamas,
again remarking how much
flatter they were than the
Caribbean Islands, Polly was
treated to views of wonderful
lagoons and reefs as she
descended to 8,000 feet and
followed a row of beautiful
coral cays. There was hardly
a cloud in the blue sky,
which merged into one with
the blue of the sea, offering
amazing views as little boats
broke up the vast expanse of
blue like tiny white jewels.
So many shades of blue and
deserted sandy beaches - a

boater's par-
adise. Coral
reefs and
lagoons in
abundance,
the sea so
shallow in

places - Polly longed to go in
for a paddle.  
From her enviable viewpoint
flying above both the
Caribbean and the Bahamas,
it was now obvious to Polly
what made the difference
between the islands. The
Caribbean Islands were of
volcanic origin and therefore
hilly and mountainous,
whereas the Bahamas were
flat, coral islands - each
beautiful in its own spectacu-
lar way.  
Polly flew over Nassau,
strong winds coming from
the north-west, and soon had
the coast of Florida in her
sights. On landing, she met
someone who used to fly
Hurricanes in the Battle of
Britain and he took her to
Immigration, where the offi-
cial on duty looked at her
passport and immediately
recognised that it was her
birthday - and a special one -
before taking her photo and
fingerprints (apparently this
is all part of the new security
measures in place) and see-
ing her through Customs.
She went to file her flight
plan to Vero Beach and was
amazed as the woman at the
desk produced a birthday
cake for her. Polly couldn't
believe their kindness.
A 45-minute flight later,
Polly was soon taxiing in at
Vero Beach. It had been a
long day, but the flying had
been great, the formalities
minimal and apart from
being away from family,
almost a perfect birthday.

Speedy Pictures
Keith Mason

(photographer to www.shorehamairport.co.uk)
Available for fast photography at short notice.

I can supply prints or digital files.
Phone 01273 413103.
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