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The Flying Hut has not gone away just moved & improved !
Now at Jade Air hangar to the rear of Premier House Just follow the signs

For the best in food and drink visit the Fly In Bar and Restaurant in the Terminal
Building for value and quality

D-Day Aviation Museum Closes
The owners of the D-Day
Aviation Museum, Ken
Rimmel and Barry Field
finally closed the doors to
the Museum for the last
time in early May. 
The Museum had been operated for
some considerable time by Ken and
Barry, originally from Apuldram
near Chichester. When the owners
of that site needed it for develop-
ment the Museum moved to
Shoreham. The end came when all
the artefacts and items in the
Museum were auctioned off on
Saturday 17th May. One item, num-

ber 33, reached the selling price of £10,000. This was the
Spitfire airframe which had occupied the area continued on back page
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It had been a perfect week's
weather before the big day,
just like the day I booked the
lesson almost a year earlier.
Because your mum's special,
you want to do some-
thing special for her and
a year earlier Mothers
Day 10th March 2002
had been booked to take
my mum for a flight with
the Southern Flight
Centre.
Unfortunately, come the
big day, the weather
deprived us the opportu-
nity as on a number of
subsequent occasions, to
fulfil her ambition and it
was nearly a year later
before it finally hap-
pened.
The people at Southern
Flight Centre had been
very accommodating but
obviously, this time, Friday
21st February 2003, we all
wanted the flight to finally
happen, and it did.  There
was a long agonising wait for
the mist to clear throughout
the morning but eventually
our instructor, Mike
Chapman, got clearance and
the trip down to the Isle of
Wight could begin.
Given that throughout the
preceding week, each day
had brought bright, clear
sunny days and the day of
our flight was hazy, nothing
could obscure my mum's

excitement.  Despite being
"in her mid seventies" Mrs
Eunice Clayton has always
been ready to have- a-go at
most things and today's flight

was a challenge but a very
exciting one.
She listened with great atten-
tion to instructor Mike's pre-
flight briefing and questioned
him on a number of details
before we finally climbed
aboard the Piper Warrior air-
craft and headed down the
runway.
It was a slightly bizarre
experience for me sitting in
the back watching, as my
mum took the controls under
the ever watchful eye of our
instructor, I'd never thought
of mum as a lady aviator but

she was relishing every
moment.
The journey away from
Shoreham upon take off and
for the first few minutes of

flight must be very familiar
to many readers of this arti-
cle but it was a spectacular
moment for us, especially
me, as suddenly I was look-
ing down on all the places I
love to walk and the sights I
see as an occasional resident
of the town. 
It's thrilling flying over the
seas edge and following the
coastline down to
Portsmouth before turning
out to sea and then landing at
the little airstrip on the Isle
of Wight.  Familiar places
from an unfamiliar perspec-

tive and many of them places
I'd had holidays as a child.
Now here with Mum at the
helm, the circle seemed com-
plete.

On the way back after a
mug of tea and a sand-
wich at the small café air-
side, we took off again.
This time me at the stick
with Mike.  He was an
excellent instructor on the
day and I felt a lot of
confidence because of his
quiet but firm instructions
and his attention to detail.
By now the visibility had
improved and I was fasci-
nated at the view of
Portsmouth Harbour, then
Hayling and Thorney
Islands, East Head and
the Witterings, Selsy,
Worthing and then, all

too soon, Shoreham-by-Sea.
A gentle final approach and
landing, followed by a
debriefing and Mum and I
had arrived at the end of our
adventure.  Nothing left to do
but go and spend a bit of
time in the comfort of the
Southern Flight Centre
Restaurant and Clubhouse
for a drink, a meal and the
chance to let my Mum tell
anyone that was near of her
exciting day out.
Thanks to all at Southern
Flight Centre for giving us
this day. 

A MOTHERS DAY GIFT
by

Clive Pither

Clive with his Mum after the flight
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A new flight training organi-
sation has been formed at
Shoreham which attempts to
rekindle a bygone era of fly-
ing. The company has been
established by two profes-
sional pilots and their wives,
all of whom have a passion
for vintage, classic aircraft.

MIKE CHAPMAN is full-
time Chief Flying Instructor.
He learned to fly gliders in
1967 with the Air Training
Corps, gaining his PPL two
years later. After years of fly-
ing just for fun, he completed

an ATPL and flew BAe 146
aircraft on short-haul opera-
tions throughout Europe. His
association with Shoreham is
long established, first flying
as a PPL with Toon Ghose
Aviation in 1978 and more
recently as CFI of Warbird
Flying on the T6 (Harvard)
operated by Andrew and
Karen Edie.

NEIL WESTWOOD is also
a dyed-in-the-wool Shoreham
aviator. He obtained his PPL
at the now sadly defunct Air
South, where before the ink
was dry on his new licence,
he was sampling the delights
of vintage flying on the
club's Tiger Moth and Piper
Cub. He later completed an
instructor rating and now
flies the deHavilland Dash-8
aircraft for British Airways
CitiExpress, working part-
time as an instructor with
RFC.
Mike's wife Kathy and Neil's
wife Lisa are RFC's adminis-
trators, both  having  mana-
gerial and accounts experi-
ence with large companies. 
The RFC aircraft comprise a
fully aerobatic Stampe SV4c
biplane (the Belgian Tiger
Moth) and a deHavilland
DHC-1 Chipmunk, an ex-
RAF primary trainer, also

aerobatic. 
Flying training includes tail-
wheel and aerobatic conver-
sions for existing pilots and
trial lessons (gift vouchers
available) for non-pilots.

Corporate days are being
planned in the future.
The Company also has
access to a Pitts Special S-2B
for those with a wish to sam-
ple more extreme aerobatics. 
The RFC is fortunate in hav-

ing a pool of very experi-
enced instructors, whose reg-
ular employment is with vari-
ous airlines but who also
have a passion for the slower,
but more exciting flying that

vintage aircraft provide. 
The RFC has been formed
with the sole purpose of
introducing this unique cor-
ner of aviation to a wider
audience, pilots and non-
pilots alike.

Dr ANDY TOBIAS
is available for

INITIAL &  RENEWAL JAR/FCL
Class 2 medicals for private pilots

and 
RENEWAL Class 1 medicals  

for  professional pilots.
For an appointment contact

him at
11 Browning Road Lancing 

BN15 0PY
Telefax 01903 761088

(and mention Aviation Medical) 

A new Flying Organisation - The Real Flying Co

The  Ultimate  Flying  Experience!
Trial Lessons   �  PPL(H) Training

Pleasure Flights � Charters & Weddings
Pop in for a no obligation chat

FAST Helicopters Ltd
Southern Flight Centre Shoreham Airport Tel: 01273 465389


