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The Flying Hut has not gone away just moved & improved !
Now at Jade Air hanger to the rear of Premier House Just follow the signs

IT’S FAREWELL TO JOHN
Regular readers will
remember that we fea-
tured John Pannet last
June when both he and

the Airport Manager
celebrated 30 years'
service with the airport

authority.
Last month John retired
after nearly 31 years
service at the airport. He

was originally
employed by
Beagle Aviation as
an aircraft fitter
before joining
Shoreham Airport
as part of the fire
crew  It was a
move that he has
never regretted and
he said that he has
thoroughly enjoyed
the job.

John, affectionately
known by local pilots as
"Big John", will be

missed on the refuelling
front as he was the only
member of the fire crew
who could refuel a high
wing 'plane without the

need for steps, he was
over six feet tall.
John was part of the
duty crew when the first
new fire

appliance since 1972
was handed over from
Carmichaels in 1999.
Shoreham Airport News
would like to wish John

well for the future and a
long and happy retire-
ment.

John with colleagues past and present at the hand over in 1999



We are delighted to confirm
that the R.A.F.A. Battle of
Britain Air Show will be
held on Saturday 31st August
and Sunday 1st September.
It promises to be an even
bigger and better show this
year following the success of
2001, when over £100,000
was raised for the RAFA
Wings Appeal.

John Haffenden, Airport
Manager, said he was
delighted with the support
that RAFA received from the
tenants and operators at
Shoreham and praised the

dedication and commitment
of all concerned.
However, there was one dis-
appointment last year. RAFA
provide complimentary tick-
ets to tenants and operators,
as a gesture of goodwill but
last year it was reported that
a number of these had been
sold by ticket touts at various
locations.  As the tickets
were numbered, and a record
kept, it was possible to see to
whom these tickets had origi-
nally been allocated.

It is as a result of these prob-
lems last year, and the need

to control access to some
areas, a new system will
have to be put in place for
the 2002 Air Show.  The
Royal Air Forces Association
and John Haffenden hope
that the tenants and operators
eligible for a free pass/ticket
will understand the new
measures that will have to be
implemented.

With the
increased
security
measures that
have been
instigated at
Airports, fol-
lowing  the
recent tragic
world events,

a record is kept of personnel
working within companies at
weekends, and this informa-
tion will be used to assist
The Royal Air Forces
Association when they allo-
cate the complimentary 
passes/tickets.
Full details will be sent out
to all concerned shortly.

This month’s aeroplane is the Piper PA60
Aerostar. This one visited Shoreham
recently from Germany, Reg. D-IXKJ.
The aerostar was first flown in 1967 and
was for its time a very well designed
‘plane. Production ceased in 1982 after
1000 had been built and the current price
for a late well equipped pressurized model
is about $250,000.
The PA60 is noticeably different from

other models in that the
wings are situated mid-
way down the fuselage 
which is deeper than
other Piper models and
the pressurized variant
is the 602P.
For those who would
like  details of the air-
craft they are as fol-
lows:
Length: 34ft 9ins

(10.6m)
Wingspan: 34ft 2ins  (10.4m)
Height: 12ft 1ins (3.7m)
Cruise: 253mph (408kmh)
Range: 1201nm (2225km)
Power Plant: 2 x Avco Lycomingpiston
engines
Thrust:580hp (432kW)
Passengers:4 + 2 crew
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This Month’s Aeroplane

Airshow 2002



Some engineers do not like
working on aircraft on which
the owners have exercised
their legal right to carry out
maintenance themselves.
The law allows owners to do
50-hour checks and other
prescribed work on an air-
craft certified in the Private
category.  However, AD
compliance, I50-hour checks
and Annual Inspections have
to be certified by a Licensed
Engineer. I have several cus-
tomers who operate in this
fashion.
For a partnership in these cir-
cumstances to work, I do
need to know what the own-
ers are doing and how they
are doing it - particularly
with regard to recording the
work.  Never forget that
record keeping is critical for
legal purposes and for main-
taining the "full service his-
tory” which enhances the
value of the aircraft.  To that
end, I supply such customers
with blank worksheets to
complete. I also make myself
available if they need help.
That said, an unexpected call
at 6pm on a Saturday to
come and help is more
expensive than a visit on a
previously planned trip to
that airfield.
A few general money-sav-
ing tips.
A complete set of stainless
steel screws on the exterior
of the aircraft is an excellent
investment. I have lost count
of the times that I have
expended hours drilling out
rusted screws.  This addition-
al time goes on the bill.
Keep the aircraft documents,
particularly the logbooks,
accurate, up to date and neat.
For the C of A renewal, I
need to extract various pieces
of information from these

and we are back to "time is
money" if the information is
not there or conflicting.
I would now like to spend a
few moments explaining
some of the constraints to
which your engineer is sub-
ject.  Bear in mind, the aver-
age age of a light aircraft in
the UK is over twenty years,
many are nearer to thirty.
Imagine maintaining a simi-
larly aged motor car or wash-
ing machine - many engi-
neers would say that would
be an impossible or prohibi-
tively expensive task-
Fortunately, aircraft were
built to a high standard to
start with and are compara-
tively simple machines.

Also, understand that when I,
as a Licensed Engineer,
release an aircraft to service,
I am making two statements.
Firstly, that it is, in my opin-
ion, airworthy now and sec-
ondly, in my opinion, it will
make it satisfactorily until
the next maintenance check.
This is different from an
MOT where the inspector is

simply saying that it passed
the test today.  From this you
can see that when inspecting
an aircraft, I have to make
judgement calls based on my
experience, my knowledge of
the aircraft and its operation.
It is this area of aircraft
maintenance which gives rise
to terrible problems, particu-
larly when an aircraft
changes engineers.

Typical case: I have main-
tained an aircraft for many
years that is based at a grass
airfield- I have carefully
monitored the tyre wear over
many years and they never
seem to wear: out.  Thus, I
am happy to release the air-
craft, with close to minimum
tread, since I am confident
that the tyres will make the
next check with tread to
spare.  Shortly afterwards,
the owner suddenly moves,
house and relocates the air-
craft at an airfield with a
hard runway.  The new engi-
neer looks at the aircraft on
arrival and states that the
tyres will never make it to

next check. 

Typical Case: On the other
hand, I am meticulous, bor-
dering on obsessive, about
removing corrosion and mak-
ing good paint blemishes on
aircraft based at coastal air-
fields , since the salty atmos-
phere will quickly invade an
unprotected area.  An engi-
neer in the Midlands would
be unlikely to be so picky.

A final tip. Pay the engineer
promptly for work done.  We
have bills too and they need
paying.  The long-time cus-
tomer, who pays promptly,
often giving stage payments,
is likely to be the same one
who, when he calls early on
a Sunday morning telling me
he has a mag. drop and is
planning to go foreign, hears
the response "I'll be there as
quickly as I can"!!
I hope that the above has
given a brief introduction to
the subject and something to
think about.  If you would
like to develop the ideas fur-
ther, talk to your engineer.
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The  Ultimate  Flying  Experience!
Trial Lessons   �  PPL(H) Training

Pleasure Flights � Charters & Weddings
Pop in for a no obligation chat

FAST Helicopters Ltd
Southern Flight Centre Shoreham Airport Tel: 01273 465389

Aircraft Maintenance
Final Part of this series

by
David Hockings

Dr ANDY TOBIAS
is available for

INITIAL  &  RENEWAL JAR/FCL
Class 2 medicals for private

pilots and 
RENEWAL Class 1 medicals  

for  professional pilots.
For an appointment contact

him at
11 Browning Road Lancing 

BN15 0PY 
Telefax 01903 761088

(and mention Aviation Medical) 



Last month you will recall
that we flew from Redcliffe
near Brisbane to White Cliffs
in the outback.
White Cliffs was a
very productive
opal mining area
and curiously the
miners never filled
in the unused open
shafts! We were
told that some peo-
ple disappear never
to be seen again, we weren't
surprised.
Well this was our sixth day of
the 9-day trip and 8 am once
again saw us lined up to taxi
for take off.  We had been
briefed before we left that we
were not to use excessive
power on taxiing and all
power checks were to be com-
pleted whilst taxiing.  This
was to lessen the damage to
propellers and also the air-
frame.  The reason is that
most of the landing strips con-
sist of not only sparse grass
but also lots of gravel. Keith
our guide said that their pro-
pellers were changed 3 times
more than was usual due to
gravel damage. As we
climbed out over White Cliffs
we could see the open mine
shafts close by the town.

A short flight over the out-
back brought us to Broken
Hill.  It is very tempting when

flying over such sparsely pop-
ulated areas to want to fly
low, again we had been told

not to fly below 500 feet.  If
we obeyed this rule we would
be quite safe - it appears that
there are a lot of single cable
electric power lines strewn
across the outback and the
result of low flying could be
catastrophic. The photo
shows the result of one such
flight, the cable cut through
the fin and nearly cut through
the rudder control sur-
face and the American
pilot promised that he
had not flown below
500 feet! Broken Hill
is where the Royal
Flying Doctor
Organisation is based
and after a short stay
we flew on to Echuca.
Echuca is situated on the
longest river in Australia, the
Murray. Not only is it the

longest, but it is
navigable from the
coast, some
300miles away. It
was here that we
had dinner on a
paddle wheel river-
boat, no doubt
these plied up the
river from the coast

many years ago, some are still
working from Echuca to this
day .

The next day was the leg from
Echuca to Merimbula, just
another leg you may say, not
so. In order to get to
Merimbula we had to negoti-
ate the Great
Dividing Range
once more. The
mountains at this
point range from
between 1500 and
2500 metres in
height, at the time
the peaks were still
snow capped and as its name
implies it divides the outback
from the more temperate cli-
mate of the Bogong High
Plain. There are many reser-
voirs situated in this part of
the Range so you can draw
your own conclusions as to
the type of weather that we
could expect. Keith, our tour

guide, had checked all the
weather forecasts and decided
that it was safe for us to fly
although he said the weather
across the mountains was not
good. Bear in mind we were
not allowed to fly IFR or IMC
so there was no going"on top"
to get across, any way Keith
said it was OK for us to go.
Now Karen, my wife, has
been BA cabin crew for 14
years and she said it was the
worst flight she had ever
experienced. The aeroplane
was tossed all over the place

and I was thankful that I was
not a novice pilot.  We made it
through to Merimbula and
arrived in beautiful sunshine
but with a very strong cross

wind and it was hard to visu-
alize what we had flown
through just a few hours ago.

We were now nearing the end
of our journey around the
South-eastern corner of
Australia. From Merimbula
the next two legs would be
north along the coast flying
past the breathtaking views of
Botany Bay, Bondai Beach
and Sidney at 500 feet to our
last stop at Port Maquarie.
The final leg back to
Redcliffe took us past some of
the most marvellous coastal
countryside. My daughter,
Sophie, spotted both dolphins
and a school of whales off
shore which we circled for a
few minutes.On arrival back
at Redcliffe we had complet-
ed 2,200 nautical miles of fly-
ing round Australia with some
of the most unforgettable
memories. I can thoroughly
recommend this holiday but
you have to book well in
advance.If you want any more
details please don't hesitate to
e-mail me: david@gatwick-
group.co.uk.
There is a web site that
readers may like to visit:
www.goana.com.au  ED
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Flying in Australia
by

David Brook

Merimbula  airport

Surfers Paradise on the Gold Coast


