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The Flying Hut has moved -
it is now situated in mezza-

nine offices at the rear of the
Jade Air hangar. Entrance is
through Premier House and
unlike their previous location
there is plenty of car parking
space around.  The suite of
offices comprises of a

General Office/Briefing
Room, Stores, Two class-

rooms, Radio Training
Facility, CFI office and
Admin Office.  All of which
is a far cry from the cramped
conditions of the previous
location.  However from
these modest beginnings Paul

Crosskey, the proprietor and
his wife Elaine have trans-
formed The Flying Hut into
what it is today - a thriving
business with a fleet of seven
aircraft ranging from a twin-
engined Piper Aztec to a
fully aerobatic Slingsby.
Paul learned to fly in 1996
with Sky
Leisure and
he later
became the
Office/Ops
Manager with
AVS
(Aviation
Services
Southern
Ltd). When
AVS ceased
trading in 1999
Paul was determined to con-
tinue working in aviation and
decided to lease the "small
hut" at the eastern side of the
airfield
which had

not been used for some 10
years or so. It had originally
been known as The Pleasure
Flying Hut and by means of
a name rehash The Flying
Hut was born.  Today The
Flying Hut is a full CAA
approved Flight
Organisation with Colin

Cleaver as CFI and two full
time and three part time
Instructors. 

The Flying Hut has flown off!

General Office/Lounge/Briefing Room
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The phone rang and when I
answered an Australian voice

said, "Hi, David, would you
like to join our Eastern
Wanderer Safari in October
this year, we've had a cancel-
lation?"  Of course I said,
"yes."
About a year earlier we had
seen an advertisement for
GOANA (Great Outback Air
Navigation Adventure) flying
holidays.  When we
booked we had been
told it would not be
until 2002, such was
the demand, mostly
from people in
America.  So
Thursday 11 October
2001 saw Karen, the
two children and me
departing Heathrow
on a BA Boeing 747
for our holiday of a
lifetime.
We were met at Brisbane by
the tour bus and taken to our
accommodation at the Kippa

Ring Village Motel close to
Redcliffe Airport. Our first

day consisted
of introductions
to aircraft,
briefings and
flight checks,
the aircraft are
all Cessna 172's
and it must be
said are immac-
ulate both

inside and out.  Our group
consisted of mostly
American guys who were all
taught to fly at the same fly-
ing school so we were the
only family in the group of
five aeroplanes.  Each group
has a tour guide who flies in
his own plane armed with
nearly every conceivable

spare - just in case.  All air-
craft are fitted with Garmin
100 full panel GPS systems,
VHF sets and an ADF as

back up to the Garmin.
The next day, briefings over
we started on
the first leg of a
9 day 2,200 nau-
tical mile jour-
ney around the
South Eastern
corner of
Australia.  The
first stop was a
place called
Cherrabah, a
homestead
resort about 11/2 hours flying
away and we arrived at about
10.30 am in time for coffee
and a wander
round before we
had a BBQ
lunch on the
veranda.  In the
afternoon we
had a wagon trip
to Snake Gully
where we could
practice whip
cracking and feed the wild
animals.  As this was an
overnight stay we had a
superb dinner in the home-
stead dinning room that
evening before retiring early
- the next day was a 31/2 hour
leg to Mudgee.
Next morning at 8.00 am we
were all on our way line
astern for take off to
Mudgee, this would be via

the small township of
Goondiwindi for fuel.

Mudgee is situated in a wine-
making area and some of the
vineyards are considered to

be the best in Australia and
following a tour of some of
these I have to agree!
Mudgee is an attractive
Victorian town with many
unspoiled original buildings
and one of them,  the
Lawson Hotel, was where we
spent our second night. With
the prospect of a further 31/2

hour trip the next day we
retired once again early to

Flying in Australia
by

David Brook

Aircraft at Redcliffe
Our group at Redcliffe

Our aeroplane at White cliffs

The approximate route round
New South Wales
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bed.  Once again all line
astern we took off from
Mudgee.  This leg of the trip
took us from the lovely green
pastures of the wine growing
area to the arid desert of the
outback.  Slowly as we flew
west the colour of the terrain
changed.  We passed over
about four sheep stations,
many with their own dirt
landing strips with the names
of the station on the roofs of
the property.  Our guide,
Keith, told us that many of

the children from the stations
are taken to school by micro-

light or learn over the HF
radio system.  We flew over
the sometime dried up bed of
the river Darling, leading to

the Murray river and “bill-
abongs” were clear for us all

to see.We arrived
at White Cliffs at
lunchtime where
a four wheel drive
had been left for
us to use; we
transferred our
luggage and drove
to to an under-

ground hotel.  The "Dug-
Out-Motel" is cut out of the
rock and is completely
underground, being so the

temperature inside is con-
stant and bearing in mind we
were now in the desert this
was very acceptable, espe-
cially at night when the tem-
perature could drop quite
dramatically.  We had lunch
in the small town followed
by a tour of the opal fields to
return to the Dug-Out-Motel
for dinner and another well-
earned rest. 
Next month we fly over the
Great Dividing Range in
storm conditions!

This month we feature a
recent visitor to Shoreham - a
Citation 525. According to
Andy Cook in ATC this is
the first time a 525 has ever
visited Shoreham.  The air-

craft is based in Guernsey
and arrived on Friday 11th
January and departed in atro-
cious weather on Sunday
13th. The aeroplane is owned
and operated by Ortac Air

Ltd  Guernsey, it was
built and registered in
1999.
The Cessna Citation

525 first flew in 1991
and the first delivery
was not until 1993, it
is the smallest of the
Citation family and
can be recognised by
its T-tail and deeper
fuselage similar to the
Citation Excel. 

There are other Citations
with T-tails but these are
larger models and can not be
confused with the 525. The
525 carries up to 6 passen-

gers and costs in the region
of $3.1 million each.
For those who would like a
few details on specification
they are:
Length: 12.9m (42ft 7ins.)
Wingspan: 14.3m (46ft 9ins)
Height: 4.2m (13ft 8ins)
Max. Speed: 704kmh
(438mph)
Range: 2750km (1485 nm)
Power plant: 2 x Williams-
Rolls FJ44 turbofans
Thrust: 16.9kN (3800lbs)
Empty weight: 2846kg (6275
lbs)
Payload: 327kg (721lbs)

This month’s Aeroplane

As some readers may
know, I run the aircraft
maintenance company
at Deanland - that pretty
little airfield a few
miles east of Shoreham.

Aircraft owners regular-
ly ask me if there are
any ways:
1. in which they can
reduce their mainte-
nance bills, and
2. improve the looks

and value of their aircraft
without going overboard on
cost.
Well the good news is that
there is a resounding YES to
both questions and I would
like to take a little of your
time explaining how.

The secret is a solid, working
partnership between the air-
craft engineer and the owner.
Let's be clear that both par-
ties want something of bene-

fit out of this partnership and
the skill is for each to
achieve that by understand-
ing what the other wants and
then make it happen.
For my part, as the engineer,
I want a long-term relation-
ship with a known aircraft -
one that I have monitored
and brought up to standard.
One that is unlikely to spring
unexpected surprises on me
which I, in turn, have to
break to the owner.

I like advance warning of
impending routine mainte-
nance; this gives me a chance
to schedule it in to the hangar
programme.  Ideally, this
advance
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Aircraft Maintenance
The first of a two part series

by
David Hockings

The Flying Doctor at White Cliffs
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